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I don't know whether you are acquainted with Glasgow, but if you are, you will know that the College is in a very bad part of the town.
On this account I am very glad to say that the College grounds are wanted for a general terminus for a number of railways, for which purpose they are admirably suited. There is a great probability that the matter will be arranged to the satisfaction of the different parties concerned, and that the College will be moved to an excellent situation in the West end of the town*."
The plans expounded in this letter for the recovery of waste heat, by raising it to a higher temperature by the expenditure of mechanical work, show how his thoughts were ripening in the direction of his forthcoming thermodynamic discoveries.
The spirit in which he studied Nature is indicated by extracts written on the title-page of his note-book on Natural History, dated March, 1846.
My heart is awed within me, when I think
Of the great miracle which still goes on,
In silence, round me—the perpetual work
Of Thy Creation, finished, yet renewed
For ever.                              [Forest Hymn^ BRYANT.]
Thou art, 0 God! the life and light Of all the wondrous world we see; Its glow by day, its smile by night, Are but reflections caught from Thee.
[MOOHB.]
Iu the note-book itself we find squares very neatly marked out with an alphabetical index for different subjects: for example, " Temperature and Pressure of Atmosphere" under A; " Design in Creation" under D; "Expansion of Ice" under I; "Glacial Period and Glacial Markings' in Glen Spean," G; "Lakes, how formed," L; and "Parallel Roads" under P. The illustrations, pen and ink sketches, of Bock Strata and River Basins are excellent in execution; and so are the sketches of molluscs in the notes on the Classification of Fishes by Agassiz.
Broadly speaking, his most important discoveries may be said to follow in sequence along three main channels or streams of thought; and we can trace each one back to its rise in these years when the note-book was in progress and the waterwheel being worked out.
* " This proposal fell through for a time, but some 20 years later the old College was bought by one of the Railway Companies and the present University building erected on Gilmorehill."
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